Speaking points
Account

19 November 2012, BiH Parliament

Dear, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure to be here today. While I will keep my intervention short, I would like you to take away two messages. First, tackling corruption has become one of the key priorities for the EU in the integration process and in Bosnia and Herzegovina in particular. Second this fight, to be effective, requires the engagement of all of society’s actors, and clearly NGOs have a crucial role to play.

Let us start with the bigger picture and my first point. Lessons from the EU enlargement process have shown that, in the context of transition economies, it takes a great deal of time to bring the rule of law up to European standards and to effectively tackle corruption. The EU has therefore put the relevant negotiations chapters at the top of its enlargement policy. Or to say it differently, these chapters are are likely to be the first ones to be opened and the last ones to be closed.

Focusing into the context of Bosnia and Herzegovina, it is clear that the priorities I mentioned are of particular relevance. Bosnia and Herzegovina ranks as the 91st in Transparency International’s global list of perceived corruption. And it is 125th in the World Bank ranking of ease of doing business. And our own recent progress report has underlined the limited progress in the fight against corruption over the past year.

Why does that matter? Because a weak rule of law and widespread corruption undermine accountability in democracy and lessen the prospects of a growing economy. Corruption also weakens the effectiveness and independence of the judiciary and undercuts the delivery of health and education services. In short, it undermines the very foundation of the state the fabric of society and the aspiration of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s citizens.

Concerted efforts are required to fight corruption – through prevention, the enforcement of laws and the outside monitoring of its evolution. While the EU joins Bosnia and Herzegovina in the process, the primary responsibility for leading this fight lies with the country itself. 

For a start, a proper legislative framework needs to be in place. We have seen some steps forward over the past couple of years. An Anti-Corruption Agency has been set up and the anti-corruption strategy and action plan developed. Throughout the process the EU assisted in the drafting of these key documents and now it provides direct assistance to the Agency’s prevention efforts.

However, while there has been some movement, we would welcome a further mobilization of political will to tackle the following priorities: 

· First, we need to see a public procurement law adopted and implemented, in line with the EU acquis. This will ensure that the best service or infrastructure is delivered in return for taxpayers' money. 

· Second, whistleblower protection measures are required in order to ensure that people can come forward, with information without having to be afraid of retribution. 

· Similarly we need, the strengthening of the witness protection programme legislation.

· Moreover we would like to see that transparent recruitment in the public sector, based on merit is ensured.
Once the laws have been adopted, they need to be implemented. Again political will is key – as are Independent judiciaries and law enforcement agencies capable of investigating and prosecuting corruption. We will over the next couple of years directly work with all of Bosnia and Herzogivina law enforcement agencies to strengthen their capacities in identifying and curbing corruption.  

Last but not least, fighting corruption requires a strong and active media and civil society. NGOs play a crucial role in monitoring and reporting on anti-corruption policies and their implementation. They develop watch dog functions vis-à-vis the government in the area of public procurement. NGOs are active in raising awareness and introducing transparency. We have and will continue to support efforts of civil society to address corruption from the grassroots level, both by supporting their capacity building as well as the initiatives they develop in this area. 
To conclude; fighting corruption is a complex and comprehensive undertaking, which requires the responsible and coordinated efforts of governmental and non-governmental actors. It needs substantial resources, strong capacities and up to date laws, courage, leadership and political will.

We will accompany you in the process and continue to support where we can to make Bosnia and Herzegovina an attractive place for business, place where a rule of law is enforced and most of all a place where citizens can fulfil their aspirations.
Thank you.  
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